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DISTRESSING DEATH AT NEWPORT.
ELDERLY BRICKLAYER’S FALL DOWNSTAIRS.

On Monday afternoon the Deputy Coroner (F. A. Joyce, Esq.) held an inquest at the Britannia,
Hunnyhill, Newport, on the body of James Downer, aged 62, a bricklayer residing with his son-in-
law, Mr. Robert Taylor, at 89, Hunnyhill, who died on Sunday morning after having fallen downstairs
several hours before. Supt. Ayres was present on behalf of the police. Mr. R. J. Blackard was chosen
foreman of the jury. The first witness was Robert Taylor, deceased’s son-in-law, who is a canteen
steward at Parkhurst Barracks, in the employ of Liptons, Ltd. He said he last saw deceased alive at
11.30 on the previous Saturday night, when he went to bed, as did witness and his wife and
deceased’s older daughter who lived in the house. Deceased was then in the usual health and all
right and they were on friendly terms. Witness had dozed off to sleep when just before one o’clock
he was aroused and heard deceased walking about in his room for about two minutes, and then he
heard a thud and his wife said her father had fallen downstairs. Deceased never shut his bed-room
doors they did not hear him open it. He went to deceased’s assistance and found him lying at the
bottom of the stairs with his head on the stone floor of the passage. Deceased had not complained
before of anything being the matter, but he had had a fall about a month before from the roof of a
building on which he was working at Fairlee. He saw deceased’s head was badly cut open at the
back and he took him into the room and put his head on a cushion and bathed the wound, and left
him in charge of his wife, whilst he went for the doctor. Deceased did not recover consciousness at
all and died about 8.20 on Sunday morning.

By the Jury: He went first for Dr. Coombs, he being the nearest, but he was not in and Mrs. Coombs
told him to go to Dr. Foster, but they would not come, they not having previously attended
deceased, and he then went for Dr. Underhill, who arrived about 2 o’clock.

Dr. H. V. Underhill said he was called, as stated by the last witness, and found deceased lying in
the room with a contused wound at the back of the head which lay bare to the bone, and extending
from the lower part of the wound was a fissured fracture running towards the base of the skull. It
was a very severe injury and was quite consistent with a severe blow on the head through a fall. He
regarded the case as practically hopeless from the first. He left deceased about a quarter to 3 in the
morning, intending to visit him later, but a message was sent down soon after 8 to say he was dead.
In his opinion death was due to compression of the brain due to cerebral haemorrhage. He thought
in all probability deceased had an attack of cerebral haemorrhage prior to the accident which caused
him to fall as he was going downstairs. The two things together might have caused death or one
would have been sufficient to produce a fatal result. From his examination and the condition of the
arteries he came to the conclusion that deceased was a likely person to have been seized with
cerebral haemorrhage.

By the Foreman: If medical aid had been available after the accident, before he (witness) arrived,
nothing could have been done for the deceased. There was no treatment, but one had to await
developments the next morning. Medical aid if available at once could have done no more than he
did.
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A Juror was proceeding to say that he thought it very hard when a doctor was called that he did
not attend, but it was decided to consult in private on the point raised.

The Deputy Coroner briefly summed up, saying that probably deceased, feeling unwell, got out of
bed and after walking about was proceeding downstairs when he was seized with cerebral
haemorrhage and becoming overwhelmed fell and sustained injuries which accelerated his death.

When the door was opened, after the private consultation of the jury, the Deputy Coroner
announced that the jury’s verdict was that death was due to cerebral haemorrhage and injuries
occasioned by the fall downstairs.

The jury expressed sympathy with the relatives.
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