Alfred Haddon Downer
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STRANGE ACCIDENTAL DEATH AT NEWPORT

FOUND LYING IN A PIGS’ HOUSE

Circumstances of an unusual character were associated with the painfully sudden
accidental death, on Sunday, of Mr. Alfred Haddon Downer, aged 31, nurseryman and market
gardener, who resided, with his wife and two young children, at 20 Albert-street, Newport.
Deceased was very well known and esteemed as a successful exhibitor at local horticultural
shows, especially at the exhibitions of the Newport F.S.A., with which he was associated, and
much sympathy is felt with his young family.

The inquest was held at the Town-hall, Newport, by the Acting Deputy Coroner (W. H.
Thirkell Esq.), on Tuesday, when Insp. Sibbick attended.

Defendant’s father, Alfred Haddon Downer, of 4 Elm-grove, said deceased assisted him in
his business at Melrose Nurseries, Watergate-road, Newport. He was last medically attended
in the spring, when he had influenza. Since then he had appeared in good health, except for
a cold, and that he had occasionally complained of his heart. He served in the Army during
the war after having pneumonia, and was classified C2, a fractured elbow preventing him
from going to the Front. He last saw him alive at 11.30 on Sunday morning, when he seemed
in his usual health and was very cheerful, and was looking forward to Christmas holiday
shooting. At 10.15 on Sunday night deceased’s wife came to witness’s home and asked if
deceased had been there, as he had not returned home since he left at 6 p.m. to go to the
nurseries to feed some fat pigs there. Witness went at once to the Nurseries and found
deceased lying among five fat pigs in the inside house of one of the styes. Three pigs were
lying on one side of him and two on the other. Deceased was lying on his back with his head
close against the brick wall of the house, and was apparently quite lifeless. Witness rendered
first-aid, and, with the assistance of Mr. W. Godwin and Mr. V. Wadham, who were passing,
he got deceased out into the passage, from which position he had previously fed the pigs.
Deceased’s overcoat was hanging near, and his bicycle lamp, still burning, was standing on
the wall of the house. His hat was under his head, having evidently come off as he fell. Dr.
McKay was summoned at once and came quickly and pronounced life extinct. The brick floor
of the pigs’ house was covered fairly deep with straw litter. Deceased was in the habit of
rubbing oil on the backs of the pigs before they went to market, for which these pigs were
being got ready. This would account for his being in the stye among the pigs, which were
about 6 score in weight each*. He had intended putting the pigs in the Gilten Market, but
thought they were not big enough, and was reserving them for this week’s market.--Insp.
Sibbick: There is no suspicion of foul play or of anyone attacking him?--Oh, no.--Q: He was
good friends with everyone?--Yes.--The Coroner: He had no enemies?--No, Sir, | don’t think
so.--Mary Ellen Downer, deceased’s wife, said her husband who seemed quite well and had
not complained of anything, left home about six o’clock on Sunday evening in cheerful mood,
saying he intended to return to change his clothes in order to visit a friend. He had no
troubles and had not complained of his heart to her. He was very fond of his home and
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children. He had just an ordinary tea at about five o’clock.--John Harbor, of 22 Albert-street,
working at the Nursery, said that as deceased passed his home on Sunday evening he called
as usual, and gave him instructions as to his work next day.--Dr. J. B. McKay said that at
about 11 p.m. he was called to the Nursery, where he saw deceased’s body lying in the
passage of the pigs’ houses. His face was very cold and he had been dead for three or four
hours. There was a large bump or bruise at the back of the heard, which might have been
caused by deceased’s head grazing the wall in falling. Next day he made a post-mortem
examination. There was no fracture of the skull, but the brain was deeply congested, the
portion immediately below the external bruise showing more severe congestion. The
condition of the lungs showed old trouble, and there was serious fatty degeneration of the
heart. That was quite sufficient to account for death following concussion and shock from a
fall in which the head struck the wall. He suggested that the deceased either tripped over or
was knocked down by the pigs, with the result that he fell with his head against the wall, and
that, having regard to the condition of his heart and the very close atmosphere of the pigs’
house, he had fatal syncope.

The Coroner found that death was due to concussion of the brain caused by an accidental
fall, and accelerated by fatty degeneration of the heart. He expressed sympathy with the
widow, father, and other members of the family in their sad and sudden bereavement.

Transcription by Pamela Cowan for the Friends of Newport and Carisbrooke Cemeteries
© 2026
https.//www.foncc.org.uk

*In the traditional livestock system (often used in the UK and Ireland), a "score" is a unit of weight equal to 14
pounds (approx. 6.35 kg). Therefore, a 6 score pig weighs 84 pounds (or exactly 38.1 kg).’
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