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Mrs Rita Rita Dorothy Kathleen Plucknett

A FLORAL art specialist, who was an agricultural show stalwart, Rita Dorothy Kathleen Plucknett,
has died, aged 89.

Mrs Plucknett won more than 100 first prizes, plus 26 cups in agricultural shows on the Island
and she held the Newport Flower Club cup for many years.

Self-taught, floral art was Mrs Plucknett’s passion and she went on to judge at Island shows, as
well as winning the Best in Island garden competition.

She arranged flowers at St John’s Church, Newport, every week for 40 years, which included
special displays for weddings.

Painting was Mrs Plucknett’s other main hobby and she particularly enjoyed painting Island
landmarks, such as The Needles, and animals, notably horses.

She was also keen on crosswords and won a number of first prizes in national newspapers and
magazines.

Mrs Plucknett was married to her late husband, Jack, for 66 years and the couple had three
daughters, Fay, Jayne and Lynne.

She worked in numerous jobs before helping Jack run his hair salon in Newport.
She voluntarily ran the Cats’ Protection from her garden, before the Ryde centre opened.

She was secretary of the Newport Recorded Music Society for 40 years and devoted much of her
time to the organisation, as Jack was chairman during that period.

Mrs Plucknett survived by hers daughters, five grandchildren, and ten great grandchildren.

Her funeral was held on November 19, at the Minster Church of St Thomas, Newport.
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