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Alice May Reynolds

1901 census – back of Castle Street, Carisbrooke
William Reynolds Head 37 Painter Kitbridge, Isle of Wight
Flora ReynoldsWife 36 Shanklin, Isle of Wight
Denniton Reynolds Daughter 15 Waitress Shanklin, Isle of Wight
Ellen Reynolds Daughter 11 Carisbrooke, Isle of Wight
Alice ReynoldsDaughter   9 Carisbrooke, Isle of Wight
Marion Reynolds Daughter   7 Carisbrooke, Isle of Wight
Millie Reynolds Daughter   5 Carisbrooke, Isle of Wight
Gladys Reynolds Daughter   1 Carisbrooke, Isle of Wight

Isle of Wight County Press 16 August 1902

CARISBROOKE SCHOOLGIRL’S DEATH

ALLEGED INJURY AT SCHOOL.

    On Thursday afternoon the Deputy Coroner for the Isle of Wight (Francis A. Joyce Esq.) held
an inquest at Landsdown House Private Hospital, Shide, on the body of Alice May Reynolds,
the 10 year-old daughter of William Reynolds,  of Castle-street,  Carisbrooke, in regard to
whose death a report of an alleged injury sustained whilst attending the Carisbrooke Board
(girls’) school had gained currency. - Mr. Frederick Stratton, clerk to the Carisbrooke School
Board, watched the proceedings on behalf of that board, and Supt. Ayres represented the
police. 

        Mr. J. W. Way was chosen as foreman of the jury.

    Mrs. Flora Reynolds, mother of the deceased and six other children, said deceased first
complained of a pain in the head – over the forehead – on Saturday the 2nd inst., and when
asked if she had fallen down or had a blow the child said that on the previous Wednesday or
Thursday she had a knock on the head at school.  – Q. Did she give any other explanation? –
No, sir – Deceased complained the whole of the night and on Monday, and on Monday she
was worse. Witness took her to the Carisbrooke nurse, who on Tuesday advised her to send
for a doctor. She sent for Dr. Castle, and as he was not in, Dr. Hoban was summoned and he
came  at  once  and  advised  deceased’s  immediate  removal  to  Landsdown  house  for  an
operation. Deceased had not been a very strong child, but had never been attended by a
doctor previously. She had not previously complained of pains in the head like those of which
she had complained on that occasion, though she had had headaches. She had complained at
times previously.- Q. Have you any further statement to make to the jury? – No, sir.

    By the jury: The deceased had a fall in the play-ground at the beginning of the summer or
before, but not to touch the place she complained of on the occasion in question, though the
side of her face was scarred a little. She did not fall in Castle-street.

    The Foreman: Did the child say how this blow of which she complained was caused?

    Witness: Yes, by being pushed against the black-board. She said the teacher - Miss Knight -
had her out of the class and pushed against the black-board. 
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    By the Foreman: Deceased did not complain about receiving the knock or blow at school
until Monday 2nd inst. 

    By a Juror: Dr. Thompson had not attended the deceased but had attended another child of
hers. 

    The Deputy Coroner said in that case he had departed from the usual role of having only
one doctor because of a complaint of injury being received by deceased at the Board-school,
and as the doctors told him they were absolutely unable to say what was the cause of death
without a post-mortem, he thought it his duty to ask both Dr. Hoban and Dr. Castle to make
the post-mortem and to give evidence.

    The jury generally agreed that that was a very desirable and proper thing to do under the
circumstances.

    Dr. Thomas Hoban, practising at Newport, said on the evening of the 5th inst.    when
summoned to see the deceased, he found her suffering from inflammation of the forehead,
so bad that an operation was urgently necessary.  She was taken to the private hospital,
Landsdown House, and next morning Dr. Castle and himself performed the operation. An
abscess was opened on the front of the forehead and part of the bone of the skull was found
to  be  dead.  Deceased  recovered  fairly  well  from  the  operation,  but  after  progressing
favourably for a few days she became very ill and he was sent for urgently.  When Dr. Castle
and himself saw her on the 11th inst. she was moribund and nothing more could be done to
avert death, which took place early next (Tuesday) morning. As he had been informed by the
father and mother of the deceased that the illness was due to a blow on the forehead caused
by deceased being pushed against a black-board at school he reported the death to the Deputy
Coroner, who ordered a post-mortem examination, and in accordance with that order Dr
Castle and witness made the post-mortem examination on the 13th inst. There was no disease
except in the brain and skull. They found recent bone disease, but appearances were not
consistent with any blow on the forehead. In the air cavities of the frontal bone – the position
of which was indicated by a skull produced - he found old-standing disease, and it was from
that that the trouble had spread to the forehead. It was impossible to say exactly but he would
think the disease was of 2 or 3 months standing. The disease had spread to the brain and set
up meningitis – inflammation of the brain – which later had caused paralysis of respiration
and circulation and, in that way, death. The cause of death could not have been ascertained
without a post-mortem examination. -Q. Can you offer any opinion as to whether that could
have been influenced by an external blow? – It could not have been by any blow which had
been received within the last month or six weeks.  -Q. Did you find any external mark or injury?
– There was a lump on the forehead, but we could not say whether it was from a blow or not.
It might have been caused by a blow or by the disease itself. 

    By the Jury: The lump was the abscess, which might have developed in a few hours, but
which in all probability developed on the Friday night, spreading from the disease. At the post-
mortem they could definitely trace the travelling of the disease from the frontal cavity to the
forehead and the scalp, and the disease had probably spread up to the cavity from the nose. 
A blow from a flat surface might have produced a similar appearance.

    Dr. Hutton Castle, who was then called into the room, gave corroborative evidence as to the
operation  and post-mortem.  In  addition  to  the  swelling  of  the  forehead,  the  eyelids  of
deceased’s right eye were red and almost closed before the operation. The disease being so
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obscure it was impossible to arrive at the cause of death without a post-mortem. The wound
made in the operation looked quite healthy and was healing and the swelling had subsided,
but on removing the scalp they found a considerable area of dead bone just in the centre of
the forehead, where the swelling had been, and on taking off the skull cap a large quantity of
putrid pus escaped. A large portion of the brain showed distinct evidence of inflammation or
meningitis,  though the brain itself  was healthy.  The frontal  sinuses were full  of  pus and
communicated with that of the surface of the brain. All the other organs of the body were
healthy. Death was due to meningitis, resulting from long-standing disease of the mucous
membrane of the frontal sinuses.

    The Deputy Coroner asked about what time the term “long-standing” would mean in that
case. 

    Witness: It would be impossible to say for certain. It might have been months. I should
certainly say weeks and probably months.    

    Q. Could that state of things have been possibly created by external injury sustained last
Saturday week or a few days before that? - I think certainly not. I might say that when the
original swelling on the forehead attracted our notice there was no sign whatever, externally
or internally, of what we may call an injury - that is to say there was no sign on the outside of
any violence nor inside was there anything that would result from such, of recent date.

    By a Juror:  Diseased condition of  the mucous membranes as described would cause
deafness.

    A Juror said that deceased had been deaf for some time. 

    By a Juror: A violent blow on the forehead under such conditions might make it worse, but,
as he had already said there was no sign of violence on the front of the skull inside or out.

    Several jurors said that was very satisfactory, and the Deputy Coroner agreed.

    The Deputy Coroner said that he did not know whether any member of the school teaching
staff would like to volunteer any information. He did not ask that any one of them should.

    The Jury thought that after the medical evidence it was not necessary.

    Supt. Ayres said that Miss Knight had come from Havant to attend the inquest and was
outside.         

    The Deputy Coroner directed that she should be called in, and he then told her that the jury
did not ask her to volunteer any statement or say anything: but if she would like to do so he
thought she ought to know she was free to do so. 

    Miss Knight said that she could do so, but she would not say anything.

    The jury intimated that it was not necessary that she should.

    The Deputy Coroner did not think there was any necessity for further evidence. In a case of
that kind a great deal of talk took place outside, and where injury was presumed to have been
received at a public school it was right that the circumstances should be fully investigated
(hear, hear). But the medical evidence was such as to emphatically put an end to all talk and
to show that there was no foundation for the circumstances alleged to have taken place, and
that was supported by the fact that the child did not complain for three days after the alleged
injury. She might have said in a general way that she had fallen down, as any child might do.
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Having  regard  to  all  the  circumstances  he  thought  the  jury  would  return  a  verdict  in
accordance with the medical evidence and say that no blame attached to anyone at the school.

    The Jury at once returned a verdict that death was due to meningitis, resulting from old-
standing bone disease, and added a rider exonerating everyone art the school from blame.

    Mr. Stratton, on behalf of the Carisbrooke School Board, expressed sincerest sympathy with
the parents of the deceased on the sad death of their child and said it was only right that he
should add that the Board had perfect confidence in the teacher who had come before them
at the Inquiry (hear, hear). Of course the Board would not wish to exonerate any teacher who
did what she ought not to do, but with regard to Miss Knight the Board had very confidence
in her (hear, hear). 

     The Deputy Coroner said that Inquiry had not disclosed any evidence showing that any
member of the school staff was to blame.   
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