
Page 1 of 2 28 September 2025

James Rice

Isle of Wight County Press 28th August 1886

CARISBROOKE.

DEATH OF MR. JAMES RICE. –  We regret to have to record the death of Mr.
James Rice, of Poleclose, which took place on Thursday last, at the age of 50 years, brain
fever, we are informed, being the cause of death. The deceased was well known in most parts
of the Isle of Wight, and the intelligence of his decease will be received with sincere regret
and also with surprise, for the deceased was a man of apparently an iron constitution, and to
all human seeming he had before him the prospect of a long life. The late Mr. Rice had been
for some years a member of the Carisbrooke School Board, in which position he rendered
very useful service, and he will be much missed at the future meetings of that body. He had
held important contracts under the Highway Commissioners and other public bodies, and he
uniformly  bore  the  character  of  a  thoroughly  honest  and  conscientious  man.  An  ardent
Liberal in politics and a thoroughgoing teetotaller, gifted with a robust power of speech, his
services were in request on political and temperance platforms, and with rural audiences his
words always carried a weight which rendered his advocacy valuable to the cause on whose
behalf it was enlisted. The deceased has left a numerous family, and the deepest sympathy is
felt for them in their bereavement.

Isle of Wight County Press 4th September 1886

CARISBROOKE.

The Late Mr. James Rice,— The funeral of the late Mr. James Rice, of Poleclose,
whose death occurred on Thursday week, took place at the Carisbrooke cemetery on Sunday
afternoon last,  in the presence of a large number of friends, and on all  sides the deepest
sympathy was manifested for the bereaved family.  In addition to the immediate relatives, the
deceased was followed to the grave by a large number of members of the Bible Christians
denomination in Newport and Carisbrooke, as well as by the children of the Gunville Bible
Christian Chapel Sunday school, of which the deceased was the superintendent.  The service
in the chapel was performed by the Revs. T. E. Mundy and C. Stedeford, of Newport, the
chapel being completely filled.  The coffin, was covered with beautiful floral wreaths, was
then carried to the grave, and the remaining portion of the burial service was read by Rev. T.
E.  Mundy,  at  the  conclusion  of  which  the  Rev.  C.  Stedeford  offered  prayers.   The
Benediction, pronounced by the Rev. T. E. Mundy, brought the service to a close.  There
were upwards of three hundred persons present, and amongst them were deputations from the
Newport Working Men’s Liberal Association and the Gatcombe and Chillerton Association.
The  Carisbrooke School Board, of which the deceased was a member, was represented by
Mr. W. Spickernell, the vice-chairman of the Board, and Mr. Charles Salter, Dr. Groves Mr.
Robert Pinnock, jun., Mr. J. Spickernell, Councillors Denness, and Salter, Mr. F. E. Morey,
and  Mr.  Morgan,  superintendent  of  the  Bible  Christian  Sunday  school,  Newport  were
amongst the large company assembled to pay a last tribute of respect to the memory of the
deceased.

Transcribed by Roger O’Nions  for the Friends of Newport & Carisbrooke Cemeteries 
© 2023



Page 2 of 2 28 September 2025

https://www.foncc.org.uk

https://www.foncc.org.uk/

