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Francis Robert John Williams

Isle of Wight County Press – 20 January 1940

NEWPORT

Death  of  Well-Known  Newport  Steeplejack.  The  death  took  place  yesterday  (Friday),  at  his
residence,  21  Chapel-street,  Newport  of  Mr.  Francis  Robert  John  Williams,  head  of  the  firm  of
Williams  and  Son,  builders,  whose  operations  as  steeplejacks  have  made  them  well-known
throughout the Island.

Mr. Williams, who was 72, was a Newport man, the eldest of a family of 18, and worked as a
general builder until about 12 years ago, when, after assisting a steeplejack to demolish a factory
chimney stack at Newport, he and his younger son (Mr. Leslie Williams) decided to adopt this more
hazardous and spectacular form of business activity. They became so adept at the work that their
services were in demand far distant on the mainland, and they were entrusted with most of the
steeplejacking jobs in the Island. They have repaired the spires of Newport Parish Church and Holy
Trinity  Church,  Ventnor,  (163  feet  high),  the  tower  and  clock  of  the  Newport  Guildhall,  and
numerous industrial chimney stacks. It was remarkable how Mr. Williams accustomed himself to this
work, requiring the steadiest of nerves, when well beyond middle age. He leaves a widow and family
of five daughters and two sons. The funeral will be on Monday.

Isle of Wight County Press – 27 January 1940

NEWPORT

The Late Mr F. Williams. - The funeral of Mr. F. Williams, builder and steeplejack, of Chapel-
street,  took place at Carisbrooke Cemetery on Monday,  the Rev.  Gordon Cooper officiating. The
mourners were Messrs. Alfred and Leslie Williams (sons), G. Strand and G. Cheek (sons-in-law), and
J. H., S., J. C., and E. F. Williams (brothers). Nearly 30 beautiful floral tributes were placed on the
grave.

Messrs. O. C. Hamilton and Son made the arrangements. —  Mrs. Williams and family gratefully
appreciate the many messages of sympathy received in their bereavement and thank all sending
floral tributes. Will all concerned kindly accept this acknowledgement.
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