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SHOCKING ACCIDENT IN A GRAVEL PIT. - The Deputy-Coroner for the Island (Mr. E. F. Blake) 

held an inquest at Blackwater, on Monday evening, relative to the death of Walter George Dyer, aged 

13, who died from injuries received under circumstances detailed in the following evidence: - Eli 

Baker, a labourer, living at Newport, said he had been working in a gravel pit at St. George’s Down 

for some months. There was a line of rail from the pit of about 200 yards on an incline. It was worked 

with a drum, the full waggon drawing the empty one up. The deceased had worked there several 

weeks. On Saturday he was breaking stones, and about 10 o’clock witness started a full started a full 

waggon. The deceased and a boy named Cotton were standing by the side of a loaded cart. When he 

started the top waggon they got up into the empty waggon. Witness had hold of the drum, and the 

band which went round the drum broke. The full waggon then went at a great pace down the incline. 

Witness shouted to the boys to jump out. They both did so, but deceased jumped the wrong side, and 

the wheel went over his thigh. Went at once to the deceased. Witness had warned both the boys never 

to get into the waggons. The band was half-an-inch thick, and it might have broken by a sudden jerk. 

– Morris Cotton, of Shide, labourer, aged 15, said he had been working at the pit two months. When 

they saw the full waggon start deceased and himself thought they would ride up. Mr Coker had 

previously told him not to ride. In a minute they saw the full waggon coming down very fast, and 

Blake called out to them to jump out. Witness jumped the left side and got clear, and deceased went 

over the other side. When witness got up Dyer was lying on the metals, and he said his leg was 

broken. He was taken home. Blake had also warned them not to ride. – Dr Hutton Castle deposed that 

he attended the deceased on Saturday morning. Upon examining him he found his right thigh fearfully 

smashed. He was conscious, and told witness how it happened, and that he had been told not to ride. 

Thinking amputation the only chance to save his life, witness went for assistance, and returned again 

about 2 o’clock, and found him in about the same state. Between 4 and 5 o’clock witness again called, 

having Dr Waterworth with him, and Mr Coombs, for the purpose of amputating the leg. They then 

found he was too weak to undergo that operation. At 7 o’clock the same evening he seemed a little 

better, and at 10 he was about the same, but he died about 12.30 p.m. – The Deputy-Coroner having 

summed up the evidence, the jury returned a verdict “That deceased died from injuries received by 

being accidentally run over by a waggon.”  
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