William Ernest Elliott
Isle of Wight County Press — 2 November 1940
Deaths in Service.

Sergt. W. E. Elliott, R.A.F., eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. E.A. Elliott, of 30 Whitepit-lane, Newport. Sergt. Elliott,
who lost his life a week after his 21* birthday, was an old pupil of the Church of England and Newport Secondary
Schools, was formerly employed by Mr. W. H. Croucher, of Newport, and was assistant scout-master in the
Castlehold (Baptist Church) Boy Scouts. He joined the R.A.F. VVolunteer Reserve in July of last year, and was called
up at the outbreak of war. He has been serving as an observer in bombing planes, and was engaged to be married to
Miss Hawkins, daughter of Mr. P. Hawkins, stationmaster at Newport. The funeral service will be at the Baptist
Church, Newport, on Monday, at 3 p.m.

Isle of Wight County Press — 9 November 1940
A YOUNG AIRMAN’S FUNERAL.

There was a large congregation in the Castlehold Baptist Church Newport on Monday for the funeral of Sergeant
W. E. Elliott. R.A.F., aged 21, son of Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Elliott, of 30 Whitepit-lane, who was killed on active
service. Sergt. Elliott, who was serving as an observer in bombing aircraft, had several times taken part in raids over
Germany. He was an old boy of the Church of England and Newport Secondary Schools, and had been prominent and
popular in the youth organisations connected with Castlehold Baptist Church, among the offices he held being that of
assistant scout-master of the Castlehold Troop. The Rev. E. G. Keed (minister) officiated, assisted by the Rev. F. R.
W. Heath, of Ventnor, and Mrs. W. R. Pitcher, at the organ, played “O rest in the Lord” as the cortege left the church,
and accompanied the singing of the hymn “Captain and Saviour of the host.” The Rev. E. G. Keed said the large
congregation present was a testimony more eloquent than words to the character of the deceased. Their young friend
had been through every department of the Sunday-school, and passed into the Bible-class, of which he was an
outstanding member, and had made a wide contribution to the youth organisations of Castlehold. One of his chief
characteristics was a spirit of chivalry. He felt sure that while he must have hated the idea of war with all the savagery
he had responded to the call because it was the call of duty. The mourners were Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Elloitt (parents),
Messrs. R. and F. Elliott (brothers), the Misses E. and J. Elliott (sisters), Mr. and Mrs. W. Green (grandparents), Mr.
and Mrs. H. J. Gregory (uncle and aunt), Mrs. W. T. Elliott (aunt), Miss Hawkins (fiancée), Mr. and Mrs. P. Hawkins,
Lce-Bdr. R. New, and scoutmaster F. H. J. Damp M.C., and Patrol Leaders C. Cassford and A. Gustar (representing
the Castlehold Scouts). In the congregation were the Mayor and Mayoress (Mr. and Mrs. G. C. Russell), Messrs
W. H. Croucher (deceased’s former employer), S. F. Holmes and F. A. Piper (deacons), Mrs. F. A. Piper (captain of
Castlehold Guides), Mrs. Nettleton, Mr. H. F. Pitman (Messrs. Pickfords, Crouchers, and Shepherd Bros. Ltd.), Mr.
H. J. Davies (Newport Secondary School and Old Students’ Association). Messrs. D. Fletcher and G. Sinclair
(prefects, representing present scholars of the Secondary School), Ald. F. E. Whitcher, J.P., and Mrs. Whitcher, Mr.
and Mrs. R. G. Bristow of Totland (also representing Sergt. R. G. W. Bristow. R.A.F.), Mr. A. W. Florance
(representing Mr. W. D. W. Buckell. Scout commissioner for Central Wight), Mr. R. E. Core, Mr. G. Norman, Mr.
E. A. Walmsley, Mr. L. Jordan, J.P. Mr. F. Chiverton (also representing Mr. H. Chiverton and Meden’s Athletic Club
of which he is president), Messrs. W. A. Arnold and P. H. Morris (Meden’s Athletic Club), Mr. A. G. Briggs (Ryde
Harriers), Mr. H. Greening, Mr. W. G. Cutmore, and Messrs. A. Scott and D. E. Abraham (church stewards), Mr.
W. H. P. Chandler (head master of the Church of England school) was unavoidably absent. The coffin was covered
with the Union Jack, and the interment took place at Carisbrooke Cemetery.
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