
Thomas Helbren Walden

Census 1881 - 2 Watergate Road
Thomas H Walden Head 38 Dairyman, Market Gardener Newport, Isle of Wight

employing 2 Labourers & Letter Carrier
Mary A Walden Wife 39 Newport, Isle of Wight

Census 1901 - 2 Ivy Cottage, Watergate Road
Thomas H Walden Head 58 Cowman, employer Newport, Isle of Wight
Mary A Walden Wife 59 Newport, Isle of Wight

Isle of Wight County Press – 24 February 1906

WELL KNOWN ODDFELLOW’S DEATH AT NEWPORT

     Oddfellowship in the Island, and particularly in Newport, is the poorer because of the lamented
death, which took place on Saturday last at his residence at Watergate-road, Newport, of Mr. Thomas
H. Walden, a most valued and devoted officer of the Earl Yarborough Lodge and of the I. W. District of
Oddfellows.  The deceased, who was 62 years old, joined the Earl Yarborough Lodge when he became
of eligible age, and his membership thus extended over a period of considerably over 40 years.  A firm
believer in the inestimable value of the work of friendly  societies and of Oddfellowship in particular,
and  inspired  by  feelings  of  sincere  pride  for  the  Order,  he  devoted  himself  earnestly  and
enthusiastically to the advancement of the interests of the Earl Yarborough Lodge, the phenomenal
success of which is in no small measure due to his whole-hearted and untiring efforts in its behalf.  He
ably discharged the duties of the various responsible offices in connection with his Lodge, notably
those of trustee, treasurer, and lecture master, and these last two offices, together with those of District
trustee and lecture master, he held till his death.  Bro. Walden will be specially remembered for the
remarkably able and impressive discharge of his duties as lecture master at Oddfellows’ funerals.  In
the recital of the funeral service, which he knew by heart, he displayed with telling effect elocutionary
powers which had won him popularity as a reciter at various public function in the town years ago.
This reference will doubtless revive in the memories of many of our readers the late Mr. Walden’s
dramatic and soulful recital of Tennyson’s “Dora,” “The Revenge,” and other works.  His first recital of
“Dora” was a remarkable feat of memory, for he often said that he read it only once.  Well known for
his pleasing originality, Mr. Walden was possessed of other gifts which made him a favourite public
entertainer in his younger days, prominent being a refreshing sense of humour, which found expression
in his platform efforts and his speeches at Oddfellows’ and other gatherings.  He was perhaps best
known to the public generally as one of the town postmen, the duties of which he faithfully discharged
for nearly 40 years before retiring on a pension some six years ago, his cheery presence and obliging
manner being pleasant recollections.

     The funeral took place at Carisbrooke Cemetery on Tuesday afternoon last, being attended by many
members of the Earl Yarborough Lodge of Oddfellows, representatives of the I.W. district and other
Island Lodges of Oddfellows, Foresters, the Hand-in-Hand Friendly Society, members of the Newport
Post-office staff  (with which the deceased was for many years associated), and other old friends and
acquaintances.   The  cortège,  which  comprised  several  carriages,  assembled  outside  deceased’s
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residence in Watergate-road.  The Oddfellows lined up on either side of the roadway at the foot of the
hill, and after the open hearse and carriages had passed through the open ranks, the members formed in
procession behind and marched to the Cemetery, the route being taken via Trafalgar-road.  The Vicar of
St. John’s (the Rev. Douglas C. W. Harrison) officiated, and the impressive service at the graveside
concluded with the solemn Oddfellows’ service read by Bro. Herbert Lower.  The chief mourners were
Messrs. Harry and Ernest Phillips and C. Barnes (nephews), C. Barnes, jun. (great nephew), J. Gilbert
(step-son),  W.  Knott  and  J.  B.  Alderslade  (executors),  W.  Lindsay,  W.  Fuller,  H.  Wiseman,
A. Campbell, W. Dyer, and T. Mason.  The Earl Yarborough Lodge of Oddfellows was represented by
Dr. C. J. Thompson (medical officer), Brothers G. H. Locke, H. Pronten, J.  B. Alderslade (district
secretary) and W. J.  Rugg (trustees),  H. Lower (Grand Master),  A. Scott  (elective secretary),  E. J.
Wilton (secretary of the juveniles), F. J. Martin (secretary of the sick members’ contribution fund and
treasurer of the juveniles), C. Ratcliffe (warden), M. Blake, W. E. Wickens, W. Wells, T. Buckler, E. O.
White, F. Billows, J. Gould, J. Woolgar, H. Atwell, A. Campbell, jun., J. H. Farley, and C. J. Minns.
Other  Oddfelows  attending  were  Bros.  Fiford  (Hambrough  Lodge,  Ventnor),  Prov.  G.M.  Cox
(Brading), deputy-Prov. G.M. J. G. Treacher (Tennyson Lodge, Freshwater), and Griffin (Northwood
Lodge), district trustees, W. R. Maybee, P.G. Ventnor), C. H. Snook, P.P.G.M., and W. Flux, P.P.G.M.
(Shanklin), and A. Redstone (Whippingham).  Those also present included Brothers T. H. Midlane,
T.C.,  and  T.  S.  Buckler,  T.C.  (Hand-in-Hand),  F.  Midlane  (Foresters’ district  secretary  and  Court
secretary), and E. J. Mills, P.C.R. (Court Island, Newport, Foresters), Mr. James Eldridge, and Messrs.
C. H. Coombs, H. W. Dore, and E. J. Taylor (Newport Post-office staff), A. Cooke, J. W. Sherwood, T.
Spanner, Johnson, and Gray.  On the polished elm coffin was the inscription:  “Thomas H. Walden, died
February 17th, 1906, aged 62 years.”  There were a number of floral tributes, including one from the
Earl Yarborough Lodge of Oddfellows on which was inscribed:  “In loving memory of Brother T. H.
Walden, a devoted and honoured Oddfellow, who faithfully carried out his many duties for over 40
years, especially as treasurer for the last 22 years.  ‘Friendship, love, truth.’  Earl Yarborough Lodge.”
There  was  also  a  wreath  from  the  officers  and  members  of  the  I.W.  district  of  Oddfellows  “In
affectionate remembrance.”  Messrs. Barton and Co. were the undertakers.
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