
Carisbrooke Cemetery Open Day 19th September 2026

A gentle stroll around the original part of Carisbrooke Cemetery revealing various styles of 
memorial, and details of a few old residents resting here.

Take care if walking off of the roadway, the ground may be uneven and there may be holes 
underfoot.

Further details of the individuals listed here (and others) can be found on the Friends of Newport & 
Carisbrooke Cemeteries website – https://www.foncc.org.uk.
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1. (Obelisk) Henry Pinnock – (d. 1889) – a draper with his brother Robert -
lived  at  Beech  Wood,  Cedar  hill  –  also  on  this  memorial  his  wife,  Jane
(d. 1875), and daughter, Sarah Annie (d. 1859). One of the pioneers of railways
on  the  Island  and  also  at  one  time  a  director  and  vice-chairman  of  the
Southampton and Isle  of  Wight  Steam packet  Company.  (Red Funnel).  Just
outside the railings for these plots, is the grave of Helen Clarke (d. 1859), a
governess at Henry Pinnock’s

2. (Obelisk) Frederick Blake – (d. 1898) of Quay Street, Newport – and his son
Edward Frederick Blake, of The Towers, Shanklin – (d. 1908) – both of whom
were solicitors and in succession Coroners and Registrars of the IW County
Court. Their wives, Elizabeth (d. 1883), and Agnes (d. 1929), are also buried
here and remembered on the memorial. 

3. (Pedestal Tomb) The Middleton sisters, 3 ‘Gentlewomen’; Sarah (d. 1862,
a. 81),  Maria  (d.  1862,  a. 71)  and  Ann  (d.  1869,  a.  85);  little  has  been
established about the sisters, other than they lived in Cambrian Cottage,  Castle
Road, they were all born in East Dereham, Norfolk, and lived off (according to
the 1861 census) of income from ‘Canadian Bonds.’

4. Spickernell family graves of three brothers – the front row are those of John
Spickernell (d. 1907), usually referred as a Gentleman or Land Proprietor, who
lived at Field House, also buried here are his wife and some of their children.
Behind to the right are headstones for bachelor brothers William (d. 1896) and
James Jolliffe Spickernell (d.  1904) who lived together in Carisbrooke High
Street.  The  family  were  builders  in  Carisbrooke  from previous  generations,
some  being  buried  in  St.  Mary’s  churchyard.  Around  1840.  James  Jolliffe
Spickernell built a school in Chillerton and used to walk from Carisbrooke to
see how things were. In 1875 the school was taken over by the Carisbrooke
School Board, leasing the building from Mr. Spickernell until 1881 when it was
deemed necessary for a larger school to be built. Later (1929) the old school
building was given to the Chillerton community as a Reading Room by Sir
Hugh Seely, and is now the Gallybagger. 

5.  John Wood (d.  1887) a  retired Bank Manager  who lived in  The Cedars.
Previously he had lived at Fairlee, but not liking the disturbance of his grounds
by the Ryde and Newport Railway, which passes through the garden in
front of the house, he moved to Carisbrooke.
He paid for the restoration of the porch of St. Mary’s Church and for a stain
glass  window in  memory of  his  wife  Jane  {d.  1876)  therein;  she  is  buried
beside him.

6. Major General Sir Henry Tombs, V.C. – (d. 1874, a. 49) – served in India
taking part in various campaigns. In 1857 Lt.-Col. Tombs won the VC coming
to the assistance of a subaltern defending a position before Delhi during the
Indian Mutiny. 
In 1874 he resigned his command due to ill  health,  coming to England and
settled in St John’s Road, then in the Parish of Carisbrooke.
The memorial was cleaned by the VC Trust in 2024.
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7. Joseph Poore – (d. 1879) - was a builder and stone mason of Node Hill,
Newport, in 1851 employing 5 men, in his earlier years he had been employed
in Government work in Gibraltar ; his father, Richard, also a mason of Node
Hill, died in 1845 and is buried in St. Marys’ churchyard. Laying next to Joseph
here  is his son Charles, (d. 1861) -  a stone masons of Newport, died aged just
34  years.  Also  buried  here  are  their  wives,  Elizabeth  (d.  1870)  and  Mary
(d. 1890)

8. James List (d. 1906) and, his son, Edwin (d.1898), and their wives. James’
grandfather  established  the  yacht  building  yard  at  Fishbourne.  James  spent
much  time  in  Australia  as  a  builder,  on  returning  he  took  up  residence  at
Clatterford cottage, in Millers Lane. Edwin, a watch maker, died at the County
Asylum at Whitecroft, it appears he was an inmate at Knowle County Asylum
before being moved to Whitecroft. (Knowle was the Hampshire County Asylum
when  the  island  was  part  of  Hampshire;  after  the  island  gained  its
independence, the IW County Asylum was built at Whitecroft.)

9. Jessie Nicholson – (d. 1931 a. 63) as a female patient at the County Mental
Hospital at Whitecroft. Unusual wooden memorial cross with just ‘Jessie’.
The hospital took patients from off of the Island, so Jessie Nicholson need not
have lived on the Island before going into the hospital.

10.  Charles Henry Tovey – (d.  1858 a.  28) -   Assistant  Surgeon H.M. 30th
Regiment, died five days after reaching his home from India. His father, Henry
Lacocke Tovey (d. 1861) was buried with his son.  The large obelisk within
rusting  metalwork  was  produced by Mr.  Poore  of  Newport  –  the  memorial
includes reference to other family members and the side facing the roadway
includes the family arms. 

11. Charles Henry Barnes, (d.1901) a labourer, and Fanny his wife (d. 1944) –
unusually the marker is not on their actual grave, but is placed near it, adjacent
to  the  roadway,  the  wording  includes  ‘INTERRED  NEAR  BY’.  They  are
actually buried at Section H, plot 410 (further up the road, beyond the Woolgar
graves)  with  their  daughter  Elsie  Winifred  (d.  1964),  and  that  plot  has  a
memorial to her ‘...reunited with mother and father..’
A painted  stone  has  recently  been  placed  at  the  base,  indicating  that  the
descendants are still remembering Charles and Fanny.

12. John Leonard Moore – (d. 1900) – ex purser with the Royal Mail Steamship
company – buried with his widow, Mary, (d. 1919). Interestingly the headstone
includes reference to their three grandsons who came from Rio de Janeiro to
enlist with the Middlesex Regiment in WW1 and all died in that war.
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13.  Lieutenant  Thomas Morton Moore,  (d.  1860 a.  44) – Died at  Parkhurst
Barracks  and  had  a  military  funeral  procession  from  the  barracks  to  the
cemetery. The memorial, made by H. W. Wilkins, of London, includes details of
his service in India, and medals etc. 
The memorial was cleaned by the VC Trust in 2025.

14.  The  Woolgar  family  graves,  when  Tom  Woolgar  died  in  1928  (left
headstone)  he  was  the  last  surviving  member  of  the  family  and he  left  his
money  to  various  charitable  causes,  including  £2,000  (about  £165,000  in
today’s  money)  to  the  Mayor  and Corporation for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of
Newport during winter months. The Newport and Carisbrooke Town Council
now administer the Tom Woolgar  charity. It will be interesting to see how (if)
the centenary of his death is marked in a couple of years time.

15.  Sir  Frederick Black – (d.  1930) – a  Newport  lad,  educated at  Newport
Grammar  School.  Worked  for  the  Admiralty  in  the  Naval  Stores  and
progressing to become Director of Naval Contracts before WW1. During WW1
he became involved with the supply munitions, and later the purchase of oil in
the US for the three services.

16. William Chauval Hodgson (Colonel) – (d. 1872) – aged 49 – those who
serviced in India etc. do seem to have been prone to dying at a young age. One
of a number of military officers from Parkhurst Barracks buried here.

17. William Millgate – (d. 1873) - of the Isle of Wight Militia Artillery, buried
with his wife, Christabella (d. 1887). The memorial shows signs that a part of it
has been inserted, possibly to correct an error in the inscription or replace a
fault in the stone ?

18. William Henry Millgate – (d. 1936) -  Merchant Seaman (son of William
Millgate) who learnt his trade as an apprentice on a sailing tea clipper. In his
time he encounter  a  tribe of  cannibals.  Buried next  to  his  father,  without  a
marker – now part of the path through the graves. 

19. Stanley Millgate – (d. 1941) – (son of W. H. Millgate) – a civilian, who died
during an air-raid on Liverpool. 
During WW1, he had served with the IW Rifles, the Machine Gun Corps,  and
at one time a ship he was on was torpedoed in the Mediterranean.
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The next three memorial are out of sight from the path, care is required if walking across the grass
to view them. The ground is uneven and there are rabbit holes, etc. They can be seen from the
footpath, outside of the boundary wall.

20. Percy Hayter – (d. 1898) – a 9 year old of Worsley Road, murdered by a
prisoner on a working party. The memorial was erected by contributions from
local children and inhabitants of Newport.

21.  Countess  Clare,  Elizabeth  Fitzgibbon  (d.  1879)  and  her  companion,
Charlotte  Elliott  (d.  1861).  Lived  at  Brigstocke  Terrace  in  Ryde,  she  built
Carisbrooke Priory and Ryde Roman Catholic Church.
Also buried within the railed area, although without a memorial, is Marchesa
Della Rocella (Louisa Spadafora, d. 1898), niece of Countess Clare.
A separate  railed  enclosure  attached  to  the  south  side  of  Countess  Clare’s
contains the grave of Charles Dillon (d. 1870), son of Marchesa Della Rocella,
by a previous marriage. The statue is that of St Charles Borromeo, patron saint
of bishops, catechists and seminarians.

22.  Thomas  Hodgetts  –  (d.  1858)  –  London-based  painter  and  mezzotint
engraver with a number of works in the National Portrait  Gallery - the first
burial in the cemetery.

23. Emma Spanner, (d. 1893), wife of Police Sergeant Thomas Spanner,  the
headstone appears to have been recently cleaned, it just show how the other
memorials around it have been affected by the environment.
Sgt. Thomas [Charles] Spanner remarried in 1894 and died 1922, he is buried
with his second wife, Agnes, in Newport Cemetery without a memorial.

24. As the roadway descends, the view of Carisbrooke, with the church, and
beyond, Gunville comes into view, with the Solent and the mainland beyond
(on a clear day).

25. On the left of the roadway will be seen a number memorials on the edge of
the roadway, in 2018 they were completely hidden within bushes. The Friends
of Newport and Carisbrooke Cemeteries cut back the vegetation revealing the
graves. 
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26.  Impressive  memorial  for  the  Rev.  Joseph  Morrison  Newland,  (d.  1877,
a. 46), minister of St. James Street, Congregational Church.

27. William Heal (d. 1862) – retired Blacksmith and secretary of the Isle of
Wight  Friend-in-need  Society  -  cut-off  column erected  by  members  of  that
society. The wording around the column records his contribution to the Society
and its erection by the members,
Often  a  cut-off  column would  indicate  a  life  cut  short,  not  in  this  case  as
William was 62 years of age. 

28. Admiral Sir Algernon de Horsey (d. 1922) – one time aid-de-camp to Queen
Victoria,  buried  in  sight  of  Carisbrooke  Castle  where  his  ancestor  Edward
Horsey (buried in St. Thomas’, Newport), lived when he was Captain of the
Island under Queen Elizabeth the first. 

29. Joseph Milner – (d. 1863) – a Wesleyan minister and his widow, Susannah
(d. 1875) – the only chest (or table top) tomb in the Cemetery

30.  Robert  Pinnock  (d.  1887)  –  a  draper,  together  with  his  brother  Henry,
having shops at Newport, Shanklin and Yarmouth. Robert lived at 147 High
Street, Newport and was Mayor of Newport 5 times. Also buried here are his
wife, Elizabeth (d. 1861), their youngest daughter, Kate (d. 1861) and their third
son, Charles (d. 1900). The memorial also includes reference to the eldest son,
William, who died and was buried at sea in 1874. Graves next to this memorial
are  some  of  their  other  children,  Fanny  (d.  1907),  Mary  Anne  (d.  1908),
Frederick (d. 1908), and John (d. 1913),
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