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facebook.com/groups/4318199401618337

Newsletter No. 31, November 2025

Welcome to newsletter number 31 of the Friends of Newport & Carisbrooke Cemeteries.
This is being circulated to all those who have expressed an interest in the Friends and others
who we think may be interested. Feel free to circulate this to others who you feel may be
interested in the Cemeteries.

Past newsletters can be found on the website at:
https://www.foncc.org.uk/the_group/newsletters.php

The memorial for Quartermaster Thomas MOORE (and widow) before and after cleaning by
the Victoria Cross Trust volunteers (with vegetation cleared by the Albany Lodge).

Review of the past six months (by Tony Barton)

The volunteers continued working in the cemeteries, we’ve now reached the stage where
we’ve completed all the vegetation clearing within our capabilities (ie without the use of
chain saws and heavy machinery), and nature has started to grow back in areas previously
cleared, but we’ve made a significant difference opening up areas, and the contractors are
now  largely  keeping  the  areas  cleared.  We’ve  therefore  decided  to  cease  the  regular
monthly sessions of clearing the graves.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/4318199401618337
https://www.foncc.org.uk/the_group/newsletters.php
https://foncc.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=aa5097f5b5556981d95256192&id=f793bdd7f8&e=7ff041976a
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A couple of volunteers have been transcribing memorial inscriptions in Newport Cemetery –
they’ve now completed all the possible transcribing there (burials up to 2015) and these are
now  included  on  the  website.  They’ve  now  started  regular  transcribing  at  Carisbrooke
Cemetery, generally on Tuesday mornings, and also the morning of the first Saturday of
each month (in all cases, subject to weather, other commitments etc.) – if you might like to
join them, feel free to just turn up or email chair.foncc@gmail.com just to confirm particular
days.

The volunteers (literally, from across the world) transcribing obituaries etc. continue their
valued efforts, we now have nearly 2,500 notes relating to those buried in the cemeteries,
with smaller details having been added to individual records.

Any  help  or  suggestions  of  further  things  we  could  do  gratefully  received,  also  any
contributions for a newsletter would be appreciated – that would make it easier to produce
future newsletters.  chair.foncc@gmail.com

This is our final Newsletter for 2025.

I hope those of you who have received Newsletters have found them of interest.

A great big ‘THANK YOU’ to everyone who has contributed to the Friends this year, and may
2026 bring you all everything you wish for.

Memorial in Newport Cemetery

As  mentioned  above,  we’ve  ceased  the  monthly  ‘clearing  vegetation’  sessions;  we’ve
achieved a lot,  particularly removing a number of  large patches of  brambles going over
graves – the regular grass cutting by the contractors appear to be keeping them down.

Also, as mentioned above, the volunteers have completed transcribing the inscriptions on
the memorials up to 2015, and these are now on the website.

Memorial in Carisbrooke Cemetery

The sessions at Carisbrooke Cemeteries tended to deal with areas of overgrown graves, but
in  September  we  had  a  visit  from  the  Victoria  Cross  Trust  volunteers  at  Carisbrooke
Cemetery while they were on the Island. Because of delays earlier in the week they only
managed a  short  spell  at  the cemetery  but  managed to  clean a  number  of  memorials,
including  that  of  Quartermaster  Thomas  MOORE,  shown  on  page  1  above.  They  also
repaired the grave of Frederick William WHITE, a member of the Home Guard who was
injured during the bombing of Cowes on 4th May 1942, and died a couple of days later. The
headstone had fallen from the grave and the volunteers repaired it, and cleaned it.

The Victoria Cross Trust volunteers are planning to return to the Island in 2026 to carry out
more  cleaning  and  repairs,  including  at  the  Carisbrooke  and  Newport  Cemeteries.  The
VT Trust  is  a  charity  and  do  all  their  work  for  free;  as  the  Friends  of  Newport  and
Carisbrooke Cemeteries are a rather ‘informal’ group we don’t have any funds to make a
contribution  to  their  work  -   donations  can  be  made  on  their  website
https://victoriacrosstrust.org/

https://victoriacrosstrust.org/
mailto:chair.foncc@gmail.com
mailto:chair.foncc@gmail.com
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Grave of  Frederick William WHITE, with fallen headstone, and after repair and cleaning by VC Trust
– also showing, to the right, the memorial for the CHIVERTON children, which was cleaned by the

VCT volunteers.

Website

The website (https://www.foncc.org.uk)  continues to be updated with new pictures and
research  notes  (obituaries  etc.).  The  most  recent  additions  can  be  found  at
https://www.foncc.org.uk/burials/grave-search/recent-additions.php 

Old newspapers:

From the ‘Good old days’ (when Men were Men, and if they didn’t work, their families often
went hungry.)

Hampshire Advertiser – 19 January 1861
NEWPORT

MEN  OUT  OF  EMPLOY.  -   The  Protracted  severity  of  the
weather  has  thrown  upon  our  streets  the  usual  number  of
masons, able-bodied labourers, and others out of employ. They
stand about  the market  place blowing their  nails,  and never
seeming to get a job. To give them some employment, if but
half a day, would be doing them good at a cheap rate, even
supposing the employer did so at some slight sacrifice. Pulling
down and clearing  away decayed buildings,  clearing out  and
cleansing stores and cellars, sawing up lumber and other wood
for fires, lopping overgrown hedges and trees, are some of the

https://www.foncc.org.uk/burials/grave-search/recent-additions.php
https://www.foncc.org.uk/
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employments which,  it  has been suggested,  men of business
and others tolerably well to do in the world might find, if they
would look about them, to preserve their poor neighbours from
rust  and  hunger.  Besides  these  strong  men,  there  are  the
miserably  poor  men,  women and children,  including the sick
and aged, which the mere street passengers never sees. If the
cast-off bedding and garments in every house were looked up
and passed to them through the Local District Visiting Society,
what an amount of suffering from cold might be alleviated!

Isle of Wight County Press – 24 September 1921
NEWPORT

WORK FOR UNEMPLOYED. – A deputation of unemployed was
received  by  the  Mayor  and  Unemployment  Committee
yesterday to discuss arrangements for quickly starting work for
them. A correspondent  suggests  that  the Corporation should
consider the further extension of the Quay northward, and the
construction of a Quay roadway through the fields north of the
cemetery into Fairlee-road, as Hillside Terrace-road is narrow
and steep.

Short obits:

Some stories of those buried here are ‘interesting’ but without enough details for a really
long write-up, so here are just four short stories, also the description of some people from
the Burial Registers don’t do justice to their achievements:

Herbert Walter LOCKHART, died November 1955 aged 76, described in the Burial Register
as a ‘General Labourer’. His short obituary in the IW County Press included ‘A veteran of two
wars, he held the South African war medal with three bars and the Mons Star, having fought
in the Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry from the outset of the 1914-18 war.’

Robert Hugh DAVIES,  died January 1937 aged 60 years,  a better description this  time -
‘Naval Pensioner’.  His obituary includes ‘...He possessed the Distinguished Service Medal,
awarded for a particularly brave deed during the Mesopotamian Campaign in the Great
War. While his vessel, H.M.S. Grayfly, was under heavy gunfire on the River Tigris, he dived
overboard and freed the ship’s propellers which had fouled a mine net. ..’

Edith Emily DRAPER, died November 1955 aged 75 years, described as ‘Widow’. ‘Ten Years
in Hospital… she was first taken ill 10 years ago and since then she had spent nine years in
St. Mary’s Hospital and had latterly been at Fairlee Hospital.’ Possibly, 20 years earlier, she
might have spent the last ten years of her life in the Workhouse.

Beatrice FILLEY, died February 1976, aged 82 years, described as a “Housewife” in the Burial
Register. The report in the IW County Press, 13 March 1976 of her death had the headline
“Nursing Pioneer dies aged 82”, and goes on to explain that, amongst other things, Miss
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FILLEY was a founder member of the National Royal College of Nursing, and with others,
formed the Island branch. She was buried in her mother’s unmarked grave in Carisbrooke
Cemetery.

A bumper history of those buried here: (by Tony Barton):

George William DENTON, died 1882, drowned at the quay

Young children may not know what to do in an emergency:

In 1882 George DENTON, aged 7 years, whose father was also George, was living with his
widowed grandmother,  Mary HARLEY,  in Chain Lane,  Newport.  One Saturday in  August,
about 8.45 in the evening, his grandmother sent young George to the town quay to see if his
uncle was “coming up”. On the way, young George met a friend, Tom, and they went off to
the quay together where they found a boat on the slipway and both got in it. After a short
time, young George climbed up onto the quay; then, when he went to climb back into the
boat, George missed his footings and fell into the harbour. Tom was unable to help young
George who was in deep water, so, despite there being people about the quay, Tom ran off
to fetch George’s grandmother. George’s lifeless body was recovered about 10 o’clock.

At the Inquest, a verdict of accidentally drowned was recorded on George’s death. Young
Tom was told that should he find himself in a similar situation, he should shout out as loudly
as he could on the spot, rather than leaving the scene to get help,  There had been people
about the Quay, and if an alarm had been raised at once, young George would doubtless
have been saved.

Young George was buried in Newport Cemetery in an unmarked grave.
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Frederick James ETTERIDGE, died 1894, fell in a well

Young boys should know better:

Frederick James ETTERIDGE was a son of John ETTERIDGE, the school attendance officer for
Newport Board School. One Sunday in July 1904, after he had attended St. John’s Sunday
School,  Frederick,  aged 7 year 8 months,  left his parent’s house in Elm Grove, Newport
about  four  o’clock and went for  a  walk  with  some other  boys.  The group went  to  the
brickyard-field at Shide Cross where there was a well, some 25ft. deep, with about 20ft. of
water. One of the lads lifted the cover over the well and they started a game of stepping
across the opening. The second time that Frederick went to step across, he slipped and fell
back and disappeared down the well. Realising they were helpless to help their friend, the
other boys fled the scene agreeing not to say anything about what had happened. And that
afternoon, none of the boys admitted what had happened when they were asked where he
was.

(maps of 1863 do not show any brickyard at Shide Cross, just a pottery kiln, but it seems
possible that the area was still known as a brickyard even though brick making here had

ceased. There was another brickyard to the north of Elm Grove, but that location doesn’t fit
the description.)

But one of the boys did mention it  to his sister,  who in turn told their father when he
returned home about 10.15 that night.  Immediately his father went up to the brickyard
field, and with another man tried to get the body out of the well, which they succeeded in
doing about 11.30. 

At the inquest two of the boys gave evidence, both gave the same story, how they were
terrified  after  Frederick  fell  into  the  well,  that  none  of  them  had  pushed  or  touched
Frederick when he was on the side of the opening. In his summing-up, the Coroner said that
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if he was the parent of any of the boys, he should be disposed to inflict severe chastisement
upon them.

The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  incidently  drowned;  and  the  Coroner  stated  the  usual
expenses of witnesses were disallowed in the case of the boys.

Frederick James ETTERIDGE was buried in Carisbrooke Cemetery with a headstone.

George Hedley SIMPSON

Sometimes a name on a memorial or in a burial register seems familiar to me, and makes
me take a minute or two to think why. That was the case with the burial of George Hedley
SIMPSON in 1931 at Carisbrooke Cemetery, and that led me to a bit more research. The
name may also seem familiar to other motorists on the Island of a certain age.

George Hedley SIMPSON was born in Burnley, Lancashire and luckily, a Burnley newspaper
also carried an obituary which gives more details of his life than just the island newspaper.

George, aged 16, on leaving the Burnley Grammar School in 1914 joined the 2nd London
Regiment  and  served  on  the  Western  Front  during  the  first  world  war.  He  was  badly
wounded at Passchendaele in 1917 and was discharged from the Army in September 1918.
George then returned to live in Burnley where he had a number of different employments,
including working for a tyre factor.

In 1922 he married Mary Kathleen ANGUS, and they had two daughters; Audrey in 1924,
and Kathleen in 1925; Kathleen died in infancy while they were still living in Burnley.

In consequence of his wounds, George developed chest trouble which led to him attending
the Royal National Hospital for Diseases of the Chest at Ventnor in the 1920’s. After being
discharged from the  hospital,  George  decided in  the  late  1920’s  to  move  his  family  to
Newport and there he established himself as a tyre factor at 81 Upper St James’ Street
(Nodehill) trading as ‘Hedley Simpson.’

IWCP advert 18 October 1930

In spite of his treatment, his chest problems led to his death in May 1931 and his burial in
Carisbrooke  Cemetery.  Following  his  death,  his  widow  continued  the  business  (quite
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probably,  she  had  been  involved  with  the  business  while  the  health  of  George  was
declining.) In the 1950’s, Mary was living in Chale; possibly she still owned the business but
had left the running of it to a manager.

The business continued trading as ‘Hedley Simpson’ at the St. James’ Street address and
after  being  taken-over  in  1960 by  the Marsham Tyre  Company,  it  moved to  49  Chapel
Street, still under the ‘Headley Simpson’ name.

Later, in 1971, the business moved to Shide where it initially traded as ‘Hedley Simpson Tyre
Service, part of NATIONAL TYRE SERVICE’; later the ‘Hedley Simpson’ was dropped and it
traded as just ‘National Tyre Service’, as it continues to do so today.

Mary Kathleen SIMPSON died in 1996 and was buried with George at Carisbrooke Cemetery.
Their daughter Audrey, married Kenneth EVANS at Chale church in 1957; she also died in
1996 and her cremated remains were interred in her parent’s grave. The kerbs around the
grave records George being wounded at Passchendaele and his death in 1931; also their
daughter Kathleen who died in Burnley, but neither his widow nor his daughter, Audrey, are
recorded on the grave. 
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